


Over the course of three years, David Walter Banks paddled over 500 miles and 
spent 69 nights deep in the Okefenokee Swamp.
 
There, among the cypress, snakes, and alligators, Banks found an endless flow 
of mind-expanding beauty. Here in this new book are 90 stunning (almost 
hallucinatory) photographs he created.
 
Take a trip through the swamp in all its psychedelic wonder. See the ancient 
in a new and beautiful way in this work that straddles the line between 
environmental advocacy and magic realism. 
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“There is intrigue to the Okefenokee Swamp — a mystical energy that renders 
these well-trodden waterways terra incognita to the first-time visitor. In 
this photographic essay, I’ve injected fantastical visual elements into my 
documentary photographs, using in-camera techniques rather than 
post-production effects, to portray both the environmental and the spiritual 
significance of the Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge. 

This is no comprehensive record of facts between these covers, but it is one 
of truth — the truth of my experience. One of newfound awareness and 
revelation, and interconnectedness. I hope Trembling Earth captures not only 
what can be seen, but what can be felt: the unmistakable yet ineffably 
mystical quality of this primordial space.”

-David Walter Banks

Excerpts from the project have been published in Nature Conservancy Magazine, 
The New York Times, and The Bitter Southerner Magazine. 

The images are accompanied by an essay contributed by the author, poetry from 
acclaimed Southern writers Aimee Nezhukumatathil and J Drew Lanham, as well 
as a moving land acknowledgment from Muscogee (Creek) Principal Chief James 
R. Floyd.

Publicity images (72 dpi, 1350 px) - click here.
Book PDF - click here. 
Available for purchase here. 

Image credits are mandatory (if online, please include links)
All photographs © David Walter Banks from the book Trembling Earth: A 
Transcendental Trip Through the Okefenokee published by BS Publishing.

PRESS KIT LINKS

FROM THE AUTHOR

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/8i800wki2lwez8ay9ay52/AH2qdvbbKJUwbVmegdnZaJ8?rlkey=b7dryeui73obxd0lu3gnag6p2&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/d1vh3idqltmtxthjhn60b/trembling-earth-8.29-FINAL.pdf?rlkey=9uuf5sppwdla2miu4yuvpzckj&dl=0
https://bsgeneralstore.com/products/trembling-earth-a-transcendental-trip-through-the-okefenokee
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David Walter Banks is a documentary and portrait photographer based in 
Atlanta, Georgia. His current focus is environmental-issue based projects 
related to swamps and wetlands in the American South. 

He injects fantastical visual elements into his documentary photographs, using 
in-camera techniques rather than post-production effects. These slices of 
magical realism beg the viewer to question what they see and stop long enough 
to learn more.

Banks was recently the recipient of the CENTER Project Launch Grant. His work 
is in the permanent collection of the Museum of Contemporary Art of Georgia 
and the Miriam and Ira D. Wallach Division of Art, Prints and Photographs: 
Print Collection at the New York Public Library, as well as the Beinecke Rare 
Book & Manuscript Library, Yale University.

Banks has lectured at Corcoran School of the Arts and Design, SCAD, Western 
Kentucky University, Ohio University, University of Miami, and UNC Chapel 
Hill.

Banks lives with his wife and their small pack of animals in a century-old 
bungalow and spends his free time exploring back roads and public spaces in 
his camper van Dottie.

ARTIST BIO

BS Publishing A beacon from the American South and a bellwether for the nation, The Bitter 
Southerner is an Athens, Ga.-based independent media company, founded in 2013, 
that connects an activated and vocal global community working to make the 
South, and America, a better place.
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